
 
Resilient, Aspirational Learners 

Year Six: English Overview 2026/27 

Whole School English Events 
Thursday 1st October 2026: National Poetry Day (Theme: Wonder) – Poetry Slam 
Thursday 4th March 2026 : World Book Day – Whole School Text 

 Unit One 

Autumn One:  
 
3 days + 
7 weeks 

 Lead Text: The Nowhere Emporium – Ross Mackenzie 
Genre: Fantasy Fiction 
Supporting Texts: extracts from other novels  
Outcome(s): Innovated narrative / Biography 
Purpose (narrative): To entertain 
Audience (narrative): Request from Ross Mackenzie to write an extended edition with additional rooms 
Purpose (non-fiction): To inform 
Audience (non-fiction): Readers of ‘Magic Today’ magazine. 

Autumn Two 
 
4 days + 6 
weeks 

 

Lead Text: The Explorer – Katherine Rundell 
Genre: Adventure Fiction 
Supporting Texts: NF Rainforest / The Great Kapok Tree 
Outcome: Innovated narrative – sequel to the original text / Survival Guide / Persuasive Writing 
Purpose: To entertain 
Audience: peers – create classroom book 
Purpose: To inform 
Audience: Future explorers 
Purpose: To inform and persuade  
Audience: TV viewers 

Spring One 
 
4 days + 5 
weeks 

 

Lead Text: The Dragon's Hoard: Stories from the Viking Sagas - Lari Don & Cate James 
Genre: Myths/Sagas (Viking) 
Supporting Texts: History in Infographics: Vikings - Jon Richards 
Outcome:  Innovated Myth/Saga / Variety of short non-fiction writing incl. instructions, newspaper, debate, written argument  
Purpose (narrative): To entertainwonder 
Audience (narrative): Year five – to promote links between Viking and Saxon topics 

Spring Two  
 
4 weeks + 4 
days 

 
Lead Text: Macbeth 
Genre: Shakespeare (playscript) 
Supporting Texts:  
Outcome: Innovated narrative from character’s viewpoint / Descriptive writing and dialogue short pieces 
Purpose: To entertain 
Audience: An exhibition at the globe theatre 
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Summer One 
 
6 weeks 
(including 1x 
bank holiday)  

Lead Text: Albert and the Lion (push pack) 
Genre: Poem 
Outcomes: Narrative: 1st person perspectives through diary entries and short flashback story/Communication: Email Letters/Persuasion: 
Adverts and Reviews 
Purpose and Audience to be set piece by piece 
 

Summer Two 
 
4 days + 6 
weeks  

Lead Text: The Sea – James Reeves / City Jungle – Pie Corbett / The Great Water Giant – Ian Souter / Fog – Carl Sandberg / The Magic Box – 
Kit Wright  
Genre: Poetry (Imagery)  
Supporting Texts:  
Outcome: Poems based on model 

 

 Additional Texts to be shared with children during class read time: Texts to support non-core learning 

Year Six Lost Tales – Adam Murphy (Short Myths and Legends) 
The House with Chicken Legs – Sophie Anderson 
Stories for Kids who Dare to be Different – Ben Brookes* 
Letters from the Lighthouse – Emma Carrroll 

100 Facts: Vikings - Fiona MacDonald & Rupert Matthews 
Rainforests in 30 Seconds - Jen Green & Stephanie Murphy 
Where the Forest Meets the Sea - Jeannie Baker 
Amazon Adventure: Unfolding Journeys - Stewart Ross & Jenni Sparks 
Under the Canopy - Iris Volant & Cynthia Alonso 
The Last Tree - Ingrid Chabbert & Guridi 
The History Detective Investigates: Mayan Civilization - Clare Hibbert 
Tail-End Charlie - Mick Manning (picture book) 
Young, Gifted and Black – Jamia Wilson 
Rain Player – David Wisniewski  
History in Infographics: The Maya 

          
 

Class Reads should also include texts linked to topical issues and provide opportunity for teacher to share books that they are passionate about e.g. books they 
loved as a child or books they love sharing with their own children. It may also be appropriate to continue reading a book from an English unit. 
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