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Year Five: English Overview 2026/27 

Whole School English Events 
Thursday 1st October 2026: National Poetry Day (Theme: Wonder) – Poetry Slam 
Thursday 4th March 2026 : World Book Day – Whole School Text 

 Unit One Unit Two 

Autumn One:  
 
3 days + 
7 weeks 

 

Lead Text: The Lion, The Witch and The Wardrobe – CS Lewis 
Genre: Fantasy Fiction 
Supporting Texts: extracts from other Narnia stories / war novels 
Outcome(s): Non-Chronological report (Mythical creature) / Narrative with innovated plot structure x2 
Purpose (non-fiction): To inform  
Audience (non-fiction): Other children in class – Class encyclopaedia of mythical creatures 
Purpose (narrative): To entertain 
Audience (narrative): Children in year three 

Autumn Two 
 
4 days + 6 
weeks 

 

Lead Text: The Listeners – Walter de la Mare 
Genre: Classic Poetry 
Supporting Texts: - 
Outcome: Performance (Oral outcome) 
 
(short unit) 

 
 

Lead Text: Rumaysa – Radiya Hafiza* 
Genre: Reworked Fairy Tale 
Supporting Texts: - Other stories within book, original 
versions 
Outcome: own reworked tale 
Purpose: To entertain 
Audience: Miss Rea – request for further ideas for 
reworkings of fairy tales to reflect diversity of culture  

Spring One 
 
4 days + 5 
weeks 

 

Lead Text: The Arrival – Shaun Tan* 
Genre: Wordless Graphic Novel  
Supporting Texts: Grandfather’s Journey – Allan Say 
Outcome:  Innovated journey story 
Purpose: To entertain – share refugee viewpoint 
Audience: Visitors to a display of writing for the Migration 
Museum in London  

Lead Text: Winter Morning – Sue Cowling / Winter and 
Snow – Vasko Popa / A poem to be spoken softly – Pie 
Corbett / Sunset – Gina Douthwaite / Smiles like Roses – 
Helen Dunmore / Cat Began – Andrew Matthews / Don’t 
be Scared – Carole Ann Duffy (All from Ramshakle 
Rainbow) 
Genre: Poetry: Imagery Simile and Metaphor 
Outcome: Short burst writing / performance 

Spring Two  
 
4 weeks + 4 
days 

 

Lead Text: Beowulf – Michael Morpurgo 
Genre: Traditional Tales: Legends / Persuasion 
Supporting Texts: Further UK legends (Bedd Gelert, Giant’s Causeway) 
Outcome: Innovated legend / Persuasion (radio advert – ‘Come and help Beowulf defeat the monster.’) 
Purpose (narrative): To entertain 
Audience (narrative): Class mates – a book of legends for the reading corner  
Purpose (non-fiction): To persuade – radio advert – oral outcome 
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Audience (non-fiction): Warriors who want to sign up for battle 

Summer One 
 
6 weeks 
(including 1x 
bank holiday) 

 

Lead Text: Space Monkey : It’s not a Planet; It’s our Home – 
video (Literacy Shed) 
Genre: Historical video narrative 
Supporting Texts: Laika: Astronaut Dog – Owen Davey 
Outcome: Discussion text – animals in Science 
Purpose: To present two points of view 
Audience: Request from Tesla who want to try driverless cars 
on animals.  

 

Lead Text: Hidden Figures: The True Story of Four 
Women and the Space Race – Margot Shetterly* 
Genre: Biography 
Supporting Texts: Further biography texts   
Outcome: Recount (Biography - link to Black History) 
Purpose: To inform 
Audience: Request from family of the person children are 
writing about 

Summer Two 
 
4 days + 6 
weeks 

 

Lead Text: The Invention of Hugo Cabret – Brian Selznick 
Genre: Historical Fiction 
Supporting Texts: - 
Outcome: Range of short outcomes (Film review, setting description, book review) 
Purpose: To entertain, to inform 
Audience: Movie review website 
 

 

 Additional Texts to be shared with children during class read time: Texts to support non-core learning 

Year Five The Boy at the Back of the Class – Onjali Rauf* 
There’s a boy in the Girls Bathroom – Louis Sachar 
The Fantastic Flying Books of Mr Morris Lessmore – W.E. Joyce  
Good Night Stories for Rebel Girls - Elena Favilli* 
Kensuke’s Kingdom – Michael Morpurgo 
Can you see me – Libby Scott* 

Meet the Ancient Romans - James Davies 
So You Think You've Got It Bad: A Kid's Life in Ancient Rome - Chae Strathie & 
Marisa Morea 
The Romans: Gods, Emperors and Dormice - Marcia Williams 
The Skies Above My Eyes - Charlotte Guillain & Yuval Zommer 
A Maths Journey Through Space - Anne Rooney 
The Big Book of the UK: Facts, folklore and fascinations from around the United 
Kingdom - Imogen Russell Williams 
50 Adventures in the 50 States - Kate Siber & Lydia Hill 
The 50 States - Gabrielle Balkan & Sol Linero 
Living in North & South America: The USA - Jen Green 

          
          

Class Reads should also include texts linked to topical issues and provide opportunity for teacher to share books that they are passionate about e.g. books they 
loved as a child or books they love sharing with their own children. It may also be appropriate to continue reading a book from an English unit. 
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