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Year Two: English Overview 2026/27 

Whole School English Events 
Thursday 1st October 2026: National Poetry Day (Theme: Wonder) – Poetry Slam 
Thursday 4th March 2026 : World Book Day – Whole School Text 

 

  Text Vocabulary Grammar and Punctuation Focus Audience, purpose and outcome  
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Wk1&2 

 

After the Fall: Dan Santat courageous 
transformati
on 
fear 

recovery 
persevere 
liberate 

To say write and punctuate compound 
sentences using the coordinating 
conjunction ‘and’ 

Audience: actors auditioning for a role 
Purpose: to describe 
Outcome: Character description for a film trailer 

Wk3-5 

 

Ruby’s Worry: Tom 
Percival 

worry 
emotion 
anxious 

share 
relief 

To say write and punctuate compound 
sentences using the coordinating 
conjunction ‘but’ 

Audience: Children at Brunshaw (worry station) 
Purpose: to inform & entertain 
Outcome: 4 pictures with a sentence – other ways to 
deal with worries 

Wk6&7 

 

This or That: National 
Geographic 

compare 
choice 
option 
unique 

habitat 
predator 
survive 

To say write and punctuate compound 
sentences using the coordinating 
conjunction ‘or’ 
 
(Questions using or and answers 
consolidating because from Y1) 

Audience: each other 
Purpose: to find out and provide information 
Outcome: Getting to you quiz 
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Wk1-4  

 

Way home for Wilf: 
Rachel Bright 

independent 
determinati
on 
friendship 
reunion 

compassion 
adventure 
support 

To say write and punctuate compound 
sentences using the coordinating 
conjunction ‘so’ 

Audience: parents 
Purpose: to entertain (read at Christmas 
performance) 
Outcome: own ending to the story 

Wk5&6 

 

Way home for Wilf: 
Rachel Bright  
 
Instruction text 

To use sentences with different forms – 
commands.  
 

Audience: Wilf 
Purpose: Instructions to get Wilf home 
Outcome: Instructional text 

Wk 7 

 

Riddles – teacher 
written 
https://www.youtube.
com/watch?v=H2MfA6
9AChk  

Vocabulary to describe 
Christmas items, adjectives 
and nouns.  

To identify, generate and effectively use 
adjectives 

Audience: Parents  
Purpose: to entertain  
Outcome: Riddles about Christmas Characters / 
items 

   

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=H2MfA69AChk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=H2MfA69AChk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=H2MfA69AChk
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  Text Vocabulary Grammar and Punctuation Focus Audience, purpose and outcome  
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Wk1-4 

 

The Dragon Machine: 
Helen Ward 
 
Fiction Focus 

perched 
amongst 
stale 
havoc 
unnoticed 
unseen 
overlooked 

To use sentences with different forms – 
statements 
To use sentences with different forms – 
questions 
To use sentences with different forms –
exclamations 
To explore the progressive form of verbs in 
the present tense. 
To identify, generate and effectively use 
adverbs using suffix ly 
To say, write and punctuate sentences using 
joining word because. 
To say, write and punctuate sentences using 
joining word if. 
 

Audience: Professor Klunk 
Purpose:  To entertain 
Outcome: own ending to the story 

Wk5&6, 

 The Dragon Machine: 
Helen Ward 
 
Instruction Writing 

To use sentences with different forms – 
commands. 
To use time connectives.  
 

Audience: Mummy Dragon 
Purpose: Instructions to find Baby Dragon 
Outcome: instructional text 
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Wk1-4 

 

The Wind in the Willows 
– Kenneth Williams 
 

village  
hedgerow 
orchard 
riverbank 
remote 
meander 
 

boastful  
reckless 
stubborn 
proud 
adventurous 
 

To use sentences with different forms – 
statements 
To say, write and punctuate sentences using 
joining word because. 
 

Audience: Professor Klunk 
Purpose: to entertain  
Outcome: own ending to the story 
Outcome: Non chronological report 

Wk5 

 

Sustainability Week 
David Attenborough 

rainforest 

arctic 

ocean 

woodland 

desert  

savannah  

endangered  
naturalist  
habitat 
wildlife  
environment  
climate  

Discuss and plan what to write about. 
Use sentences with different forms: 
statements and commands. 
Make thoughtful contributions to 
discussions about texts. 

Audience: Parents  
Purpose: to inform and entertain  
Outcome: Presentation of work in the hall – 
posters/videos. 
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  Text Vocabulary Grammar and Punctuation Focus Audience, purpose and outcome  
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Wk1&2 

 

The Lighthouse Keepers 
Lunch: David Armitage 
and Ronda Armitage 

polish  
tendered  
concocting  
devoured  
 

baffle  
swayed 
appetising  
scavenging  
 
 

Use commas to separate items in a list. 
Identify, generate and effectively use 
nouns. 
Generate and effectively use noun 
phrases for description.  

Audience: Mrs Grindling  
Purpose: A party menu  
Outcome: To write a shopping list 

Wk3-5 

 

  
Flotsam: David Weisner  

collection of verbs 
associated with travel 
and the sea  

Identify. generate and effectively use 
nouns.  
Identify. generate and effectively use 
noun phrases for specification.  
Use subordination for when  

Audience: Children and parents of year 2 
Purpose: To inform about under the sea. 
Outcome: Art gallery. 

Wk6&7 

 

Traction Man: Mini Grey  zooming  
captive 
lumber  
rejoice  
mysterious  

guarding  
traction  
envelop  
shrubbery 
repay   

Identify. generate and effectively use 
verbs.                     
 

Audience: Professor Klunk                             
Purpose: To entertain  
Outcome: A short story  
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Wk1&2 

 

Jack and the Baked 
Bean Stalk: Colin 
Stimpson 

polish  
tendered  
concocting  
devoured  
 

baffle  
swayed 
appetising  
scavenging  
 

Use subordination for before  
Use subordination for after  
 

Audience: Jack’s mum 
Purpose: To entertain 
Outcome: Innovated story 

Wk3&4 

 

Holiday Stories: Enid 
Blyton 
 
 

smuggler 
cave    
cliffs   
coast   
footprints 
secret 

hidden 
treasure 
lantern  
tunnel  
suspicious 
discovery 

Use the subordinating conjunction that 
in sentences and use these in non-
fiction writing such as a recount or 
letter. 
Identify, generate and effectively use 
noun phrases. 

Audience: Mum and Dad 
Purpose: To write to inform 
Outcome: Postcard and letter home 

Wk 5-7 

 

Poems out loud! :Laurie 
Stansfield  
 

seashore 
tide    
waves 
pebbles 
shore 
ocean 
splash  

drift 
glisten  
current 
foam   
harbour  
sail 
beneath 

To effectively use nouns 
To effectively use adjectives 
To effectively use nouns phrases for 
description 

Audience: Other year 2 class 
Purpose: To learn and recite a poem. 
Outcome: To perform a poem using tone and 
intonation. 
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 Additional Texts to be shared with children during class read time: Texts to support non-core learning 

Year Two Christmasaurus – Tom Fletcher 
The Owl who was Afraid of the Dark – Jill Tomlinson 
The Secret of Spiggy Holes – Enid Blyton 
Flat Stanley – Jeff Brown 

If You Were a Kid Aboard the Titanic (If You Were a Kid) 
- Josh Gregory 
The Story of the Titanic for Children - Joe Fullman 
A First Book of the Sea -Nicola Davies & Emily Sutton 
Magic Beach - Alison Lester 
Seashore: 100 Facts - Steve Parker 
The Koala who Could – Rachel Bright 

       

Class Reads should also include texts linked to topical issues and provide opportunity for teacher to share books that they are passionate about e.g. books they loved as a child or books they 
love sharing with their own children. It may also be appropriate to continue reading a book from an English unit. 
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