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Year Three: English Overview 2026/27 

Whole School English Events 
Thursday 1st October 2026: National Poetry Day (Theme: Wonder) – Poetry Slam 
Thursday 4th March 2026 : World Book Day – Whole School Text 

 
Unit One Unit Two 

Autumn One:  
 
3 days + 
7 weeks 

 

Lead Text: A Bear called Paddington – Michael Bond 
Genre: Classic Children’s Fiction 
Supporting Texts: Further Paddington stories, Usborne Spotters Cards: London  
Outcome(s): Narrative with innovated plot structure / Non- Chronological Report (Information Leaflet - London or local area) 
Purpose (narrative): To entertain  
Audience(narrative): To send to the Royal Family 
Purpose (non-fiction): To guide visitors 
Audience(non-fiction): Pupil picking up leaflet from tourist information display 

Autumn Two 
 
4 days + 6 
weeks 

 

 Lead Text: PESTS – Emer Stamp 
Genre: Humorous Modern Fiction / Instructions  
Supporting Texts:  
Outcome: Innovated adventure featuring characters from the story / Instructional writing: How to Stay out of Trouble  
Purpose (narrative): To entertain 
Audience (narrative): Emer Stamp (author) has asked the children to write some new adventures 
Purpose (non-fiction): To provide guidance 
Audience (non-fiction): Instructions written for a new pet 

Spring One 
 
4 days + 5 
weeks 

 
 Lead Text: Aesop’s Fables 
Genre: Traditional Tales - Fables 
Supporting Texts: - 
Outcome:  Innovated Fable with a moral  
Purpose: To entertain / To teach a moral lesson 
Audience: Younger children (oral recording) 

 
 

Lead Text: I am the Seed – F. Waters 
Genre: Poems on a Theme - Plants 
Supporting Texts: The Lost Words – Robert Macfarlane 
Outcome: Poems in the style of Christina Rossetti 
‘What is Yellow?’ 

Spring Two  
 
4 weeks + 4 
days 

 

 Lead Text: The Magic Faraway Tree – Enid Blyton 
Genre: Fantasy stories / Significant Children’s author 
Supporting Texts: Further magic texts by Enid Blyton (Wishing Chair) 
Outcome: Innovated fantasy land story / Explanation Text: How does the Faraway Tree work? 
Purpose (narrative): To entertain (Netflix have asked for some new ideas for stories to create an animated series) 
Audience (narrative): Netflix viewers aged 6+ 
Purpose (non-fiction): To explain how the Faraway Tree works – to be a page in ‘A visitor’s guide to the Enchanted Woods.’ 
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Audience (non-fiction): People thinking of visiting the Enchanted Woods 

Summer One 
 
6 weeks 
(including 1x 
bank holiday) 

 

 Lead Text: The Thing in the Basement – Michaela Morgan 
Genre: Mystery / Discussion 
Supporting Texts: - The Wolves in the Wall: Neil Gaiman, Monster Hunting for Beginners: Ian Mark 
Outcome: Descriptive suspense setting / Discussion text: Should schools have basements? 
Purpose (narrative): To entertain 
Audience (narrative): Year four children who like suspense stories 
Purpose (non-fiction): Mrs Smith wants to decide whether to dig out a basement for extra storage 
Audience (non-fiction): Mrs Smith – Head teacher 

Summer Two 
 
4 days + 6 
weeks 

 
 Lead Text: Iron Man – Ted Hughes 
Genre: Classic Children’s Fiction 
Supporting Texts: The Iron Woman 
Outcome: Innovated story 
Purpose: To entertain 
Audience: New year four teacher 

 
 

Lead Text: Ted Hughes: Collected Poems for children 
Genre: Poetry 
Supporting Texts: -   
Outcome: Performance / poems in the style of 

 

 Additional Texts to be shared with children during class read time: Texts to support non-core learning 

Year Three How To Be Extraordinary Paperback - Rashmi Sirdeshpand (Short non-fiction)* 
Tuesday – David Weisner (picture book with no text) 
The Boy who Grew Dragons – Andy Shepherd 
The Tin Forest – Helen Ward (Picture Book) 
The Firework Maker’s Daughter Phillip Pullman 
Ellie & the Cat – Malorie Blackman* 
One Extra Sparkle - Tricia Seabolt* 

The Secrets of Stonehenge - Mick Manning & Brita Granström 
The History Detective Investigates: Stone Age to Iron Age - Clare Hibbert 
The First Drawing – Mordicai Gerstein 
Stone Age Boy - - Satoshi Kitamura 
The Pebble in my Pocket: A History of Our Earth - Meredith Hooper & Chris Coady 
Stone Girl Bone Girl - Laurence Anholt and Sheila Moxley 
This Little Pebble - Anna Claybourne & Sally Garland 
 

    

Class Reads should also include texts linked to topical issues and provide opportunity for teacher to share books that they are passionate about e.g. books they loved as a child 
or books they love sharing with their own children. It may also be appropriate to continue reading a book from an English unit. 
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