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Year Four: English Overview 2026/27 

Whole School English Events 
Thursday 1st October 2026: National Poetry Day (Theme: Wonder) – Poetry Slam 
Thursday 4th March 2026 : World Book Day – Whole School Text 

 Unit One Unit Two 

Autumn One:  
 
3 days + 
7 weeks 

 

Lead Text: The Legend of Sally Jones – Jacob Wegelius 
Genre: Graphic Novel 
Supporting Texts: other graphic novels 
Outcome: a sequel to the original story  
Purpose: To entertain 
Audience: a letter from the author  

 

Lead Text: The Story of Tutankhamun - Patricia 
Cleveland-Peck 
Genre: Story/Information hybrid 
Supporting Texts: further texts about Howard 
Carter/Tutankhamun, magazines (The Week) 
Outcome: Magazine spread (non-chron) 
Purpose: To inform 
Audience: Readers of BBC History Magazine  

Autumn Two 
 
4 days + 6 
weeks 

 

Lead Text: Until I met Dudley – Roger McGough 
Genre: Explanation Texts 
Supporting Texts: Wallace & Gromit Cracking Contraptions (film) 
Outcome: Explanation of How a … Works.  
Purpose: To explain how a machine works 
Audience: Viewers of a CBBC Documentary (Oral outcome) 

 Lead Text: A Midsummer Night’s Dream – Andrew 
Matthews 
Genre: Shakespeare (version of) Fantasy 
Supporting Texts: further versions of the text  
Outcome: Innovation of one plotline from story in 
1st person 
Purpose: To entertain (Book of stories for class) 
Audience: Peers 

Spring One 
 
4 days + 5 
weeks 

 

Lead Text: Mythologica – Dr Stephen Kershaw, The Orchard Book of Greek Myths – Geraldine McCaughrean 
Genre: Non-Chronological report / Traditional Tale (Myth) 
Supporting Texts: Mythopedia – Good Wives and Warriors / Greek Myths – Ann Turnbull / Greek Myths – Marcia Williams 
Outcome:  Discussion Text: Were the Greek Heroes really that Heroic? / Innovated version of a Greek Myth (Theseus and the Minotaur)  
Purpose (non-fiction): To present two view points (Letter from a historian asking children to help) 
Audience (non-fiction): Historian  
Purpose (narrative): To entertain 
Audience (narrative): Invite parents in to share stories 

Spring Two  
 
4 weeks + 4 
days 

 

Lead Text: The Secret Garden – Frances Hodgson Burnett* 
Genre: Classic Children’s Literature 
Supporting Texts: The Secret Garden – Retold by Claire 
Freedman 
Outcome: Innovated story based on an aspect of the plot  
Purpose: To entertain 
Audience: Read stories to year two 

 
 

Lead Text: Water Dance – Thomas Locker  
Genre: Poetry on a theme 
Supporting Texts: Hello H20 – John Agard 
Outcome: Poems based on structure and language 
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Summer One 
 
6 weeks 
(including 1x 
bank holiday) 

 

Lead Text: The Pied Piper of Hamelin – Michael Morpurgo 
Genre: Traditional Tale (Legend) / Report - Newspaper 
Supporting Texts: Examples of newspapers incl. First News 
Outcome: Recount (Newspaper report) / innovated story 
Purpose (non-fiction): To report the news 
Audience (non-fiction): The people of Hamelin and nearby towns 
Purpose (narrative): To entertain 
Audience (narrative): The people of Hamelin (who want to read about other towns where similar events have happened) 

Summer Two 
 
4 days + 6 
weeks 

 

Lead Text: The Butterfly Lion 
Genre: Significant Author / Historical setting 
Supporting Texts: extracts from other books by Michael 
Morpurgo 
Outcome: Additional chapter for story using existing characters 
Purpose: To entertain  
Audience: Michael Morpurgo has requested a sequel/additional 
chapter 

 

Lead Text: The Little Shoe Maker (Literacy Shed) 
Genre: film narrative / persuasion 
Supporting Texts: examples of persuasive adverts 
Outcome: Persuasion (advert for shoes) 
Purpose: To persuade people to buy shoes 
Audience: Visitors to local shoe shop (Choose real 
shop in Burnley town centre) 

 

 Additional Texts to be shared with children during class read time: Texts to support non-core learning 

Year Four The Miraculous Journey of Edward Tulane – Kate DiCamillo 
Leon and the Place Between – Angela McAllister 
Stories for Boys who Dare to be Different – Ben Brooks and Quinton Winter* 
The Secret of the Tattered Shoes – Jackie Morris  
The Last Firefox – Lee Newbury* 
Call me Lion – Camilla Chester* 
 

Egyptology: Search for the Tomb of Osiris - Emily Sands 
Meet the Ancient Egyptians - James Davies 
A Mummy ate my Homework – Thiago de Morales 
Marcy and the Riddle of the Sphinx – Joe Todd-Stanton 
Greek Gods & Heroes - Sylvie Baussier & Almasty 
A Visitor's Guide to Ancient Greece - Lesley Sims 
Maps of the United Kingdom - Rachel Dixon & Ms. Livi Gosling 
Flood - Alvaro F. Villa 
Why Water’s Worth It - Lori Harrison 
A River – Marc Martin 
The Rhythm of the Rain – Grahame Baker-Smith 
The Drop in my Drink: The Story of Water on Our Planet - Meredith Hooper & Chris 
Coady                          

Class Reads should also include texts linked to topical issues and provide opportunity for teacher to share books that they are passionate about e.g. books they 
loved as a child or books they love sharing with their own children. It may also be appropriate to continue reading a book from an English unit. 
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